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The Georgia Nasure-Based

The next meeting will be
held on Tuesday, Sepr.19
on Jekyll Island ac Villa Ospo
in the Historical Disteice. The
host will be Sheila Godtey of the
Jekylt Island Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau.
The featured speaker for the day will
be Ehaine Young, well-known nacu-
ralist from St. Simon’s Island. Ms,
Young will present an educacional
{and often humoreus) program on

Association
September Meeting

uses specially-prepased specimens of -

local birds co illustrate her talk,
which gives her audience a chance
to examine colorful species such as
Painted Buntings and Ruby-
throared Hummingbirds up-close.
1ydia Thempsen, talented local art-
ist and author of the guide, Bird
Finding in the Golden Lsles, will also
be present. She will have en display
her etchings and paintings of narive
birds, and autograph copies of her
book. In the afternoon, those at-
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.tending the meeting will be given
the chance to 2xplere the historic
sites and natural habitats of this
Gotden Isle.

Comgplementazy 1-1/2 hour tours
of the Historic District will be of-
fered courtesy of the Jekyll Island
Convention & Visitors Bureau, aud
alternately, Ms. [hompson will con-
duce abirding tour of the area. Please
plan to ateend cats fisst Fall meering
of the Associacion, and bring # guest

or (wo.

the birds of the Georgia coast. She

SEPTEMBER MEETING
AGENDA

9 2.m. Morning Refreshments/Social Period/
Committee & Board of Directars Meetings
Bird Art Display (Lydia Thompson)

10 a.m, Introductions/Business Session
11:30 a.m. Annual Meeting
12 p.m. Lunch {catered on-site)

1 p.m. Eline Young, “Birds of Coastal GA”
(specimens & talk)

2 p.m. Exploring Jekyll Island (Hiscorical Districr,
Island Habitacs)

Lydia Thompson & various guides

Annual Meeting

The officers of the Georgta Nature-Based Tourism
Association invite all current and past members to
areend the upcorming Annual Meering. This will be
held in conjunction with the September 19
gathering on Jekyll Island. The Board of Dircctors
will meec that morning during the refreshment
period: The formal clection of officers and direcrors
will be held, and highlights of the Assaciation’s
history will be presented. Copies of the GNBTA's
By-laws, Policies & Procedures, revised Direcrory,
and other materials will be available.

Directions
Follow the signs to Jekyll Island. Just afies the entrance booth
(83.00 per vehicle), turn left and follow 3¢ signs w the Histori-
cal Districr, At the first fork in che road, bear right, and continue
until you pass the fire station, which will be on your right. Take

the sccond road 1o the left to the
white house with the red tile roof. Call 912-635-4080 if you

aced assistance.
Jekyll Island

Jekytl island is one of Georpia’s most famous barrice islands,
Long a favorite with beach-lovers, ir alsc has both driving and
biking roures thru its magnificent marit me forests of live oak
with views of the famous Matshes of G yon. During the Fall,
nature-lovers can expect te enjoy the migmtion flights of butrer-
flies and birds alike, while history buffs rraditionally come to 10ur
the fabulous homes of the Millionaires “illage in the Historic
District or to examine the tabby ruins on the norchern end of the
island.

Member News

Krueger Nicholson, GNBTA firs: President and
veteran kayak guide, reports tha be is enjoying life
in the Florida Keys, baving refocated 1o Key Largo
in recent months, Please sce his new listing in the
revised directory. Good luck in your new venture,
Krueger.
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DIRECTORY REVISION
The revited and updated
Membership Directoy
has been compleced; it has
more decailed infarmation
about each member,
thanks to the many
brochures and bandarers
we received. Please
review each Gsting
carefully, as during the
past few months there

A complesely new
dirvectory will be isswcd in
January and july of vach
year, New members
liseings and changes will
be posted in the monthly
nesvsletter in a format

that information pag: o

Additionally, the
Associations fusure
website will provide
inssantanross posting of
data, Thanks go 0 ail
who provided infornut-
vion, belped organize rhe
material, prepared i for
distribusion, and offered
staff aid. Kudos to thr
Basley-Appling Co
Chaniber of Commeite,
Chip & Joy Campbell,
Jeremy Hill, Dr. Phyiliis
Isley, Vicki Levereste,
Javier Pascua, Staci
Taacker, and the Waycross
Chamber of Commerce,
Special laurels shouldd be
piven ro Lynn Carver, who
ako reorganized the
membership informarion
Jorms and created 4
membership database,

By Sheila Willis
Since the first organizational meeting in
Scptcmbcr of 1998, the members
 and. officers of the GNBTA havc :
been workmg together to creaié @’
unique coalition that seeks o
educate the public abour how
environmental protection efforts
can be, and need to be, integrated
with nature-based tourism.
"'he various officer and chair
positions have been occupied by a
variety of ralented persons over the
course of the last two years, and
witain the member entities them-
selves, individuals have come and gone and
business names have changed. There have been
committees of every shape and description,
Sometimes the carr went before the horse, or they
didn't seem to maove at all. But each step raken has
led us forward, inich by inch. The cealition now

Reminders

President’'s Message

includes 54 members who are from 27 different
locations (22 in South Georgia, 3 in North
C:eorgla, and 2 in Honda)

Thc Association reprcsencs at least 22 different
types of organizations, busmesses, agencies, and
individuals, As we come to the end of our first
cycle of service, we give thanks to the organizers,
laborers, and “lifters-of-spirit” without whom this
milestone would never have been reached.

On a personal note, [ would like ro single-out two
remarkable ladies who have gone above and:
beyond what could have been expected of them in
the performance of their duties this year. Their
personal (and professional) sacrifices have been
many.

I am referring to Lynn Carter and Beth Nunley.
Space would nor permit me o list all that they
have done on the Association’s behalf. To say that
they are creative, reliable, and enthusiastic is
putting ic mildly. It has been a distinct pleasure to
wortk with them.

Leaders

bave been many charges.

that will allow you tv add .

the post recent direcrory.

Membership Drive
If you know of anyone whe would
be interested in joining the Georgia
Nature-Based Tourism Association,
contact Lynn Carter with the
information. Lynn’s number is 912-
367-7731, and her E-mail is

Hosts are Needed for

2001

Next year will be here before we
know it, and plauning is underway
for future meetings.

I[fyou would like,to host an
Association gathering in your town,
please ler us knowr by calling Sheila
Willis at (912) 235-0419.

We meet the third Tuesday

of each month except for April,
August and December.

It's 2 great way t "show off the
natural beauty ard culeural charm of
your arez, and introduce yourlocal
nature-based tou.ism businesses to
the membership and other inter
ested individuals.

Send Us Your Events

'Ifl'you have, or know of, ariy nature-based

events, festivals, classes, conferences, erc.
that would be of interest to association
members, contact the editor by the news-
letter deadline the last Monday of each
month,’ Please include your phone num-
ber and &-mail address.

Association Scrapbook

We are collecting media coverage, photos
and other news and information about
association events for a scrapbook thac will
be available for viewing at the general
meeting. Send items of incerest to the Post
Office Box or bring them to 2 meeting,

Send Us Your Informa-
tion

Member information is need for the Asso-
ciation web site and reference file, Please
send two sets of all your prihtéd informa-
tion, such as brochl:tres, hand-outs, etc.
Send all information to the BO. Box.
Please include your phone number and e-
mail address.

Needed

September is the time

when the scheduled

- change of officers and
_other leadership
* positions takes place.

For example, Beth

. Nunley (Tootsy Tours) is

completing her two-year

- stint as Association
Treasurer.

During the coming
days the membership
will be contacted for
volunteers o serve in
various positions.

Please give this request
your serious considers-
ation. Without dedi-
cated individuals, the
pace of progress for the

Association will slacken.

What one person does,
or doesn’t do, really does
make a difference. Let's
make chis transition
period a smooth one,

and keep the ball rolling.



Year 2000 Schedule

Association meecings are held on the chird Taesday -
of each month, except for April, Augustand
December. The Annual Meeting is in September
with officer elections conducted in alternate yeass.
Educational Focus Sessions are held penodxmlly

throughout the year.

September 19 - Villa Ospo (Jekytl Island) -- Jekyll

Island Convention & Visitors Bureau

October 17 - Stephen C. Foster State Park (Far go)
-- Stephen C. Foster State Park

November 21 - General Coffee State Pack

The Association attempts 1o highlight different
areas of the state by moving the meetings to a new
location each month. Thanks to all who have
generously offered 1o be hosts. I you would like to
host a future meeting, please contact Sheila Wiltis
no later than the 15th of the ‘month preczdmg the
appropriate gathering.

May 15, 2001—Woodbine Waterfront Pavilion
{Woodbine)—Kingsland Convention & Visitors
‘Bureau (tentatively scheduled)

Note: All dates and locations are subject to change
due 10 scheduling conflicts, Watch the newsletrer

for any updates.

{Douglas) General Coffec State Park

Hurricane Helpline
In an effort to assist those members of GNBTA
who have to evacuace their homes in the event ¢f a
hurricane, the fol owing members have offered 1o

provide temporary shelter:

Genna Wangness

509 W. Main St., Folkston, GA 31537
Home phone: 912-496-3764

other #: 912-49(-6256

e-mail: genna@innatfolkston.com
She is able to accommodate 10-15 guests (no pecs,
provide own bedding & mcals)

Environmental Park accepied into Flight Star

Program
Lynn Carter, executive director of the Division.”
Baxley-Appling Ccunty Board of - - The purpose of the Flight
Tourism, announced that the A, Star Program is 1o
Randall Tuten Environmental Park/ recognize and encourage

Outdoor Classroomn recendy received
notification of acceptance into the

' activities int eh areas of
Conservation, Survey

Welcome New Mgmbers

Ray and Jody Hetchka of Kayak Amelia .
{Fernandina Beach, FL) have recentdy joined the
GNBTA. They offer guided kayak

tours of the North Florida/
South Georgia coastal area.

Please see their complete
listing in the new
direcrory. We look
forvward ro working

with this talented

couple.

Flight Star Prograra. and Monitoring,

The cerrificate reads, “The A. Randall Education and QOutreach,
Tisten Environmer tal Patk is recog- and Research which lead to bird
nized in the Flight Star Program in cor.servation in Georgia and the
recognition of supporting Bird Southeast.

Conservation with Parcners in Flight,
Level 1, Georgia Wildlife Resources

years,

This recognition is active for two

Altamaha River Rat Run Family Paddle

Enjoy a scenic tour of the
dtamaha on the family canoe
xcursion Sav,, Ocrober. 7,
2000 beginning at Carter
Bighe Landing in Apling

County. Experienced guides
will be on hand.

Paddlers will meet 3t 8 a.m.
when they will register and
launch their canoes and kay-
aks for the 12-mile trip. Par-
ticipants bringing their own
canocs and byalu mayt regls
ter the ing of

Registrarion is $5 per person,
children 10 and under aze free
and may ride with their par-
ens,

A list of approved Oudfie-

ters will be provided for ca-
noe and kayak rencals. Pre-
registration is required. *

- The zrip should list ap-
proximately 4-5 hours and' -
. will conclude at Upper Wayne

County Landing. Ahamaha

River Rat Run Toshirts nnd‘

for sdle. may check our web sites at
Port-a-potties will be placed  woww.applingdacoc.com or

on the landings for your con-

venicnce.  Bring lifejackets, You may also call the Boards

sunscreen and a‘sack lunch,
23 we willl stop at a designated
area 1o eat,

The Bazley-Ap plig{g

* County Board of Tourism

For reysmuon form.t and

of Tourism at (912) 367-
7731 or (912) 427-2028 or
stop by the Baxley-Appling
County Chamber of Com-
merce or the Wayne County

“and the Wayne County board Chamber of Commerce.The
of Tourism ase sponsoring the - GNTBA will make educa-
excursion. tional matcrials available. ar

thi¢ event,

blul‘p..m frace.
Whether kiking the
Appalackian Traif or .
serolling yoxr local park, .
sry to bring more trash
_bome (pick up for your
'=Mrg“m’)’n€umyn

Bring your mwg!
Don't forge: o bring
your coffee mug to
auociation mestingt to
enjoy our eavly morning
coffee and ralk time! By
providing your owm mug
as each meesing, you will
belp climinate the we of
Styrofoan, & mafor
poliuter of the

environment.




Don't panic! Abous the
‘paper or plastic”
guestion. If you cant:
bring your ewn bags,
commst to rensing first
then recyeling whichever
you do choase,

Sheila Willis, President
D12-285-0419

Lynn Carter, Vice-
President
912-367-7731

Beth Nunley, Treasurer
912-232-0032
Jeremy Hill, Secretary
912-681-0872
eremy Hill, Kelley
McGonnell, Newslegier
editors
912-681-0872
912-681-5581 fax
biﬂ@;aso:u.m'u
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Come explore one of
Georgia's greatest
rivets, the Great
Ocmulgee, on Ocober
14. Sign up is from 8
to 9 a.m. ac Burkert's
Ferry Landingin
Hazlehurst. Partici-
pantes will launch boars
at Burkett's Ferry and

Upcoming Events

GNBTA Suwannee River Canoe Excursion

As part of their public educational out-
reach program, the GNBTA has planned
another Fall Canoe Excursion for Satur-
day, Sept. 30 along the upper Suwannee
River near its exit from the Okefenokee
Swamp. The intent is 1o put the spot-
light on efforts being made for irs protec-
tion, and provide a way for the public to
both enjoy and learn more about this sce-
nic warer-way.

Public Relations Chair Joy Campbell,
and Environmental Advisory Commit-
tee members Jim Burkett and Chip

Campbell announce that the route will -

be from Rivers Landing to Fargo, and in-
clude portions of the river that are parts
of a proposed addition to Stephen C.
Foster State Park. Canoeists will depart at
10 a.m. and travel che 6-mile, 4-hour

streech hat s lined with towering cypress

and flanked by white sandy banks. Af-

‘terwards, the participancs will meet at the

home of Fargo’s Mayor for a bar-b-que
luncheon.

Then representatives from the
GNBTA, Upper Suwannee River Water-
shed Initative (GA), Suwanee River Man-

agement Districe (FL), Stephen C. Foster
State Park, Okefenokes Wildlife Refuge,
City of Fargo and ‘others will discuss the -
river and the various measures being taken
to ensure its protection. The public is in-
vited 1o participate by phoning 912-637-
5274 (Stephen C. Foster State Park) by
Sept. 11 to reserve a space. A minimum
$10 per-person doration is suggested. It
is requested thar, if possible, participants
bring their own warercraft; however, 15
canoes (30 persons) will be available ona
first-come, first-serve basis with some
space-sharing possible.

Please provide the following informa-
tion: party-name & contact number,
number of people, number of canoes pro-
vided/needed, and number of paddles
and/or life jackers needed. Canoeists

should bring water, snacks, and rain gear.

‘Low water levels may affect portions of

the trip. For further informadon, contact
Jim Burkhart at 912-496-7366 ext. 233
or Joy Campbell ac 912-496-7156.

As part of their public educational out-
reach program, the GNBTA will make
available educational materials at event.

Ocmulgee River Canoe Excursion

paddle to Lumber City
Bridge Landing, with
guides from the
Nature Conservancy
leading the trip.
Renting a canoe costs
$25 and require pre-
registration, of you can
bring your own cance
or kayak. Transporca-

tion to your vehicles
after the paddle will be
provided. There is a $5
registration fee per
petson. The trip is
sponsored by the
Nacure Conservancy of
Georgia and the
Hazlehurst-Jeff Davis
County Board of

Tourism. Call (912)
375-4543 to pre-
register or for more
information. As part
of their public
educadional oucreach
program, the GNBTA
will make available
educacional matedals ac

this event.

Pogy Round-Up 2000

Beginning ac 4 p.rn. on Sépt. 9, the wildlife
rehabilitation center ar Pine Harbor in Mclntosh
Co. known as San:tuary on the Sapelo will

~ celebrare its 10th tundraising activiey, known as

the Pogy Round-Up. Director Emmy Minor
operates a facility which tceats injured birds and

_ prepares them for elease in the wild,

Also, it is the only captive Bald Eagle breeding site
in the state.
Each year supporters gather for an afternoon of free

food, entertainment, and educational programs.
Parricipants may make either a monetary contribu-
tion or donate food and supplies. This year, the
featured speaker will be Cate Tobler, of Honey
Creek Coastal Encounters, who will give a
presentation on “The Dangers We Create for Our
Wildlife Friends” ac 4:30pm. Come on over and
support this very worthwhile endeavor. For further
information and directions, calt Ms. Minor at 912-

832-5571.




